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celebration of the betrothal. But lo, as to the actual betrothal, it is 
permitted. 


1:3: Since M. 1:8A says they cut down on greeting one another, in fact 
there should be no greeting at all.] For has it not been taught as 
follows: There is to be no greeting of one’s close associates on the 
ninth of Ab. And as to ordinary folk, one [answers their greeting] in a 
low voice [T. Ta. 3:12]. 


[Once] NISAN HAS ENDED, Ir IT THEN RAINS, IT IS A SIGN OF A CURSE, SINCE IT 


says, “Is IT NOT WHEAT HARVEST TODAY? [I WILL CALL UNTO THE Lorp, 
THAT HE SEND THUNDER AND RAIN, AND YOU SHALL KNOW AND SEE THAT 
GREAT IS YOUR WICKEDNESS WHICH YOU HAVE DONE IN THE SIGHT OF Gop TO 
ASK A KING FOR YOURSELF |” (1 Sam. 12:17). 


II:1: Once Nisan has ended, if it then rains, it is a sign of a curse [M. 
1:8D]. Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “That refers specifically to the season 
of Nisan [thirty days after the vernal equinox, hence, April 21]. 


IX. YERUSHALMI TAAnit 2:1 


THE MANNER OF FASTING: HOW [WAS IT DONE]? THEY BRING FORTH THE ARK 


INTO THE STREET OF THE TOWN: 


I:1: Said R. Hiyya bar Ba “And why do they go out into the street of 
the town? “It is as if to say: ‘Consider us as if we are exiles before 
you.’” Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “It is because they prayed in private and 
were not answered. Therefore they go out and make the matter public.” 
Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “And why do they bring the ark out into the 
street? “It is as if to say: “This one precious object that we had- our 
sins have caused it to be disgraced.’” 


AND PUT WOOD ASHES ON THE ARK: 


II:1: And they put wood ashes on the ark [M. 2:1B]: It is in line with 
this verse: “[When he calls to Me, I will answer him]; I will be with 
him in trouble, [I will rescue him and honor him]” (Ps.91:15). 


II:2: R. Yudan b. R. Manasseh and R. Samuel bar Nahman: One said, 
“[They put on ashes] in order to call to mind the merit of Abraham.” 
The other said, “[They do so] in order to call to mind the merit of Isaac 
[at the binding of Isaac].” 


